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By: Rebecca Noel  
Reporter  

What is Presidentôs Day all 

about? What comes to mind 
when this day is mentioned? 
Besides the fact the date is 

marked on the calendar and 
the lousy sale commercials?  
Presidentôs Day is actually an 

honorable day, which aims to 
commemorate those that con-
tributed to the foundation of 

the United States.                                                                                  
 Washington's Birthday is 
the official name designated to 

what many of us know as Presi-
dent's Day. Originally the day 
was set to honor George Wash-
ington on his birthday in his last 

year of office on February 11th 
(but marked as February 22 
later.) to pay honor to the first 

and well-regarded President. 
This became an observance 
each year. Later, Abraham Lin-

coln, also equally revered and 
born on February 12th, was 
also included in the celebration 

which merged into President's 
Day and was observed on the 
third Monday of February. Al-

though in many books, the day 
is still officially called Washing-
ton's Day, popularly this day is 

set aside to honor all who have 
served as President.                                                                                                 
 The holiday is also a 

tribute to the general who cre-
ated the first military badge of 
merit for the common soldier. 

Revived on Washington's 200th 
birthday in 1932, the Purple 
Heart recognizes injuries re-

ceived in battle. Like Memorial 

Day and Veterans Day, Wash-
ington's Birthday weekend of-
fers another opportunity to 

honor the 
country's vet-
erans.                              

 If you 
ask most 
Americans 

about Presi-
dent's Day, 
they'll likely tell 

you that it's 
one of the best 
shopping days 
of the year. 

Retailers offer 
some of the 
steepest dis-

counts of the 
year as they 
switch from 

winter stock to 
spring stock. 
Stores hope to clear out floor 

space for the new inventory, 
and getting rid of the remaining 
winter goods are their highest 

priority.                
 Today, the February 
holiday has become well-known 

for being a day in which many 
stores, especially car dealers, 
hold sales. Until the late 1980s, 

corporate businesses were uni-
versally closed on this day, 
such as they are on Memorial 

Day or Christmas Day for ex-
ample. With the late 1980s ad-
vertising push to rename the 

holiday, more and more busi-

nesses are staying open on the 
holiday each year, and, as on 
Veterans Day and Columbus 

Day, most 
delivery ser-
vices outside 

of the U.S. 
Postal Ser-
vice now of-

fer regular 
service on 
the day as 

well. Some 
public transit 
systems 
have also 

gone to 
regular 
schedules on 

the day.                                                                                      
 Many 
colleges and 

universities 
hold regular 

classes and operations on 

President's Day. Various theo-
ries exist for this, one accepted 
reason being to make up for 

the growing trend of corpora-
tions to close in observance of 
the Birthday of Martin Luther 

King, Jr. However, when re-
viewing the Uniform Monday 
Holiday Bill debate of 1968 in 

the Congressional Record, one 
notes that supporters of the Bill 
were intent on moving federal 

holidays to Mondays to pro-
mote business.                                                                                                                                       
 Over time, as with many 

federal holidays, few Americans 

actually celebrate Washington's 
Birthday, and it is mainly 
known as a day off from work 

or school, although many non-
governmental workers do not 
take the day off. Yet, few still 

celebrate this day throughout 
the country.                                              
                                                 

 Community celebrations 
often display a lengthy heri-
tage. Historic Alexandria, Vir-

ginia, hosts a month-long trib-
ute, including the longest run-
ning George Washington Birth-
day parade, while the commu-

nity of Eustis, Florida, continues 
its annual "George Fest" cele-
bration begun in 1902. In Den-

ver, Colorado there is even an 
entire society dedicated to ob-
serving the day. At the George 

Washington Birthplace National 
Monument in Westmoreland 
County, Virginia, and at Mount 

Vernon in Alexandria, Virginia, 
visitors are treated to birthday 
celebrations throughout the 

federal holiday weekend and 
through February 22. In Ala-
bama, the third Monday in Feb-

ruary commemorates the birth-
days of both George Washing-
ton and Thomas Jefferson (who 

was born in April). In New Mex-
ico, Presidents Day, at least as 
a state government paid holi-

day, is observed on the Friday 
following Thanksgiving.  

 

Usu-

ally, I 
write 
about 

fun 
stuff 
(like 

graduationé itôs almost here!)  
This issue, however, I feel com-
pelled to talk about something 

more serious:  emergencies.  
According to the publicly posted 
statistics collected by the Fed-

eral government, we have one 

of the safest campuses in the 
nation.  But, this does not 
mean that we are immune to 

violence or natural disasters. 
 Webber actually has one 
of the best notification systems 

money can buy (we are a Fed-
eral Signal Showcase Campus).  
What you hear during the 

weekly test is just the tip of the 
icebergé when it gets wound 
up, itôs REALLY loud.  And, you 

donôt see the text and voice 
notification side of the system 
that works in conjunction with 
the big siren. 

 So, hereôs the basic rule 
about the big siren:  if you hear 
it, you need to lock the door 

and hit the floor.  It is not used 
for fires or other events which 
require evacuation.  If you hear 

the big siren and itôs not 

2:00pm Wednesday, it means 
there is an immediate danger 
which threatens your life, and 

you need to take immediate 
action to protect it.  Again, lock 
the door and hit the floor.  

 The part which you do 
not see is a voice and text noti-
fication system.  You can sign 

up for these notifications at 
http://www.webber.edu/
Student_Life/

campus_alert.aspx.   While 
locking the door and hitting the 
floor is always the thing to do, 
if youôre like me, you want to 

know whatôs going on.   
 The official emergency 
notification site of Webber is 

www.WebberEmergency.com.  
This is where we post official 
notifications (for example, 

classes cancelled due to haz-

ardous road conditions) first.  
Itôs also the place where your 
parents can check if thereôs 

some reason to be concerned. 
 There is one final part 
of the equation.  Thatôs you.  

Part of that is being aware of 
your surroundings and exercis-
ing common sense ï on and off 

campus.  Beyond that, how-
ever, is being the eyes and ears 
of the campus. Every time I see 

someone who doesnôt look like 
they belong on campus, or I 
see something which seems 
ñnot quite rightò, I investigate.  

So do the other administrators.  
So does Security.  But we can-
not be everywhere all the time.  

So, if you see someone or 
something which requires in-
vestigation, let us know.  
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ñ Racism is not an excuse to not do the best you can.ò 

-Authur Ashe 

What is the process for refund disbursement and why does it take so much 

A lot goes into giving Federal 

Financial Aid Refunds. First, we 
have to get through drop/add 
to see who has started attend-

ing classes. After drop add 
week we start looking for the 
students who had registered 

that did not clear through the 
Business Office and Registrarôs 
Office in order to determine if 

they are here. We also look to 
the professors to help us deter-
mine the final student count. 

The Registrarôs Office staff will 
come to classes looking for stu-
dents. Once we have deter-
mined who is here and who is 

not here we begin to verify the 
aid. Once that process is com-
plete, we then verify each stu-

dentsô enrollment status and 
verify they are still eligible for 
the aid they have been 

awarded. 
The last thing we want to do is 
disburse aid for a student and 

then have to take some back. 

Once aid is disbursed from the 
financial aid office to the stu-
dents account in the Business 

Office, the Business Office then 
has up to two weeks to issue a 
refund. 

 
I do not believe it takes longer 
than other schools to get re-

funds at WIU. Some schools 
may get refunds out quicker for 
some students and then take 

longer on other students. We 
continually strive to make our 
processes flow as quickly as 
possible, but as everyone who 

has ever filed a FAFSA knows, it 
is complicated and when deal-
ing with federal or state money 

we have to be sure that all aid 
is accurately accounted for. 
Sometimes delays are directly 

related to when a student com-
pletes their financial aid proc-
ess, we encourage students to 

complete their paperwork early, 

thereôs a good reason for that. 
The more aid applications we 
have to process late, during the 

month of August or at the start 
of school for example, the 
longer the process takes. 

 
Sometimes delays are out of 
the Financial Aid Offices con-

trol. For example, new first 
time students to Webber, who 
borrow a student loan, we are 

required to delay their first loan 
disbursement 30 days. It is in 
the federal law. There are other 
delays with lenders and loan 

issues, also delays due to 
weather in the northeast which 
recently shut the Dept of Edu-

cation down for 4 days. We 
continually work to get stu-
dents financial aid in as quickly 

as possible for students without 
compromising the integrity of 
the necessary processes we 

have in place. 

 
There are so many reasons why 
aid can get held up, but one 

reason it is not held up is be-
cause the WIU Financial Aid 
Office Staff. The staff works 

diligently to complete all stu-
dentsô aid files. You cannot find 
a nicer Financial Aid Office 

staff. They are willing to help 
our students complete their Fi-
nancial Aid process. They are 

amazing, the staff will stay on 
the phone with a student step 
by step when an online FAFSA 
or certification statement or 

loan application is confusing 
the applicant.  Not many aid 
offices will help a student they 

way Webber helps our stu-
dents. 

From:  Mrs. Kathy Wilson, VP 

of Enrollment and Student Re-

cords Services 

The new decade did not start 

well at all for Toyota. As we all 
know Toyota is having problem 
with their new models. Toyotaôs 

new cars are having an accel-
eration problem. U.S. safety 
regulators have tied five deaths 

to accidents where that seemed 
to be the cause, and there 
were growing doubts about 

whether the Toyota floor mat 
and pedal design ð a relatively 
cheap fix ð were the only flaw 

that needed to be addressed. 
 Toyota Motor Corp 
blames the acceleration prob-
lem on the gas pedal, but the 

pedal manufacturer said it is 
not their fault. It seems as if 
this problem has been going on 

for the past decade, said the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. Over the prior 

seven years, the number of 
U.S. consumer complaints 
about unintended acceleration 

in Toyota cars had been stead-

ily climbing, hitting 400 re-
ported cases for the 2007 
model year, according to an 

analysis of National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) data. 

 Toyota is sticking to 
their pedal theory.  They say 
that the pedals are to blame 

because they are sticky. The 

NHTSA and Sean Kane, Presi-
dent of Safety, said that the 
sticky pedals have nothing to 

do with the problem Toyota is 
having. A lot of experts are say-
ing that Toyotaôs explanation 

does not seem logical to them. 
If the problem is something as 
minute as sticky pedals, then 

why has Toyota not been able 

to solve the problem the when 
the complaints first started?  
 4.7 million Toyota cars 

have been recalled globally, the 
largest safety action ever for 
the automaker. Reported prob-

lems with acceleration now 
shadow the Camry, and braking 
glitches threaten to unplug the 

Prius, Toyota's green "halo car" 
for a new era.  
 In light of this contro-

versy, Toyota automakers have 
stopped all sales until they can 
fix the problem. They have 
eight new models and none of 

them are available on the mar-
ket yet. The President of Toy-
ota said if any of the owners 

are having problems with their 
cars they should call the near-
est Toyota. He also said if the 

car is not having any problem 
they should continue driving 
the car. 
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ñAnger,used, does not destroy. Hatred does.ò 

-Aundre Lorde 

Favorite color: Pink  

 
Favorite Food: The question 
should be "What don't I eat" 

ha. I like every type of food!  
 
When do you graduate: May 1, 

2010. Just 3 more months! 
 
What are your plans after 

graduation: Hopefully find a job 
over in Tampa (If anyone 
knows any places, shout!) and 

start my masters program at 
USF. That's the plan anywayé 
 

Best thing about Webber: the 

softball team, duh.  
 
Major: Accounting 

 
How long have you been play-
ing ball: Since the 6th grade. 

Loved it ever since. 
 
Positions in softball: 2nd base/

outfield. My motto: As long as 
I'm playing, I don't care what 
position I'm at.  

 
3 Wishes: 1. To pass Professor 
Logsdon's classes. 2. Be suc-

cessful in everything I wish to 

do. 3. 100 more wishes 
 
One thing people don't know 

about you: I have horrible luck 
with cell phones. Probably 
within the past 6 months I have 

gone through about 8, 2 within 
the last month. H -O-R-R-I-B-L-
E luck. 

 
Goal for 2010: Honestly, to find 
a good job. It's discouraging to 

take your first step in the real 
world after years of hard work 
and go into an almost jobless 

market. No bueno, not looking 

forward to it.  

With this chilly weather keeping 

all of us bundled up inside our 
rooms, Iôm sure everyone is 
looking for an opportunity to 

get out and about and enjoy 
Florida for what itôs known for! 
Well look no further, great mu-

sic, food, entertainment, and 
weather are right around the 
corner at the Florida Strawberry 

Festival. The Florida Strawberry 
Festival is held every year in 
Plant City and is nationally rec-

ognized for the entertainment it 

offers for such a low price. 

Headlining the event this year 
will be country superstars Billy 
Currington, Darius Rucker, Josh 

Turner, Tracy Lawrence, Lee 
Brice, and Sara Evans. If coun-
try isnôt your type of music the 

festival will also be hosting con-
certs by the mega bands 
Switchfoot and OneRepublic, 

REO Speedwagon, and stand-
up comedian Bill Engvall. Quite 
possibly the biggest name per-

forming at the Florida Straw-

berry Festival will be legendary 

southern rock group Lynard 
Skynard thatôll be closing out 
the festival which runs from 

March 4th to the 14 th. Through-
out those ten days all of the 
acts I mentioned above and 

many more will be performing 
with the highest ticket price 
being 30 dollars and many tick-

ets selling for as little as 10 
bucks, unbeatable prices to see 
any one of the performances 

being offered at the festival. 

Besides the great music the 

Florida Strawberry Festival will 
also have a full scale midway 
with everyoneôs favorite carni-

val games and rides, as well as 
some of the best food, espe-
cially strawberries, in the state. 

There couldnôt be a better ex-
cuse to enjoy some great 
weather (finally!) and experi-

ence one of Floridaôs best kept 
secrets  

By: Kelly Rubash  
Reporter  

A newcomer to Webber, 

Adam Gilbraith is already 
running the competition on 
the menôs Golf team. Just 

starting at Webber, this se-
mester he has already shot 
amazing scores. He shot a 

69 in his first tournament at 
Lekarica golf course, fol-
lowed by a 75, 73 and 69 

the next week at Lake 
Wales Country Club. He is 
currently ranked number 

one the menôs golf team 
and is definitely making the 
other boys sweat.  
 

Q: Where are you from?  

A: England 

Q: How old were you 

when you started golf-
ing?  
A: 12 

Q: Who got you involved 

with golfing?  
A: My Granddad 

Q: Who is your favorite 
golfer?  
A: Padraig Harrington 

Q: Why did you come 
to Webber?  
 A: To play golf and get a 

higher education 

Q: What is your pre -
game routine for a 

golf match?  
A: Get fired up; be on my 

own, golf is a lonely game 

Q: Whatôs if your fa-
vorite memory of 

golfing?  
A: Being happy when playing 

Q: Have you ever had a 

hole in one?  
A: Yes, Iôve had 2 

Q: What is the most ma-

jor title you have won in 
golf?  

A: 54 hole Spanish challenge 
NON-GOLF 

Q: What other sports do 
you like?  
A: Rugby 

Q: Whatôs your favorite 
food?  
A: Maccy D's 

Q: Where do you like to 
shop?  

A: London 

Q: Who is your hero?  
 A: I donôt have a hero 

Q: Chocolate or va-
nilla?  
A: Mint chocolate chip 

Q: What do you 
want to do in your 

life?  
A: Play golf 

Q: Do you have any 

pets?  
A: Yes, black lab 

Q: What is your fa-

vorite color?  
A: Love a bit of brown  

Q: What style of Music do 

you like?  
A: British classic and punk rock  
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ñ Nothing is all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious 

stupidity.ò  

- Martin Luther King Jr. 

Q:What do you do for fun?  

A:  Cowboy $*@t. 
Q:What is a typical day in 
the life of C.J?  

A:Wakin up before the rooster 
crows for grandmaôs cookin 
then off to school and if not 

there is always a dollar to be 
made somewhere. 
Q:Do you play any sports?  

A:Played em all, love baseball 
and football but my passion is 
in Rodeo. 

Q:Who are you in love 
with?  
A:Me, myself, and I.  
Q:What is your favorite ani-

mal?  
A:Manôs best friend is a dog but 
I love my horses. 

Q:Do you miss anyone right 
now?  
A:My momma. 

Q:What is your secret 

weapon to lure in the oppo-

site sex?  
A:Iôm not telling you then youôd 
be the one with all the ladies!  

Q:What is your heritage?  
A:Southern by birth and coun-
try by the grace of God.  

Q:Have you ever had a se-
cret admirer?  
A:Hell yeah and I still havenôt 

found her!  
Q:Do you have a job?  
A:Itôs a full time job bein me, 

but if itôs work itôs part of Ran-
chin. 
Q:Do you have any nick-
names?  

A:C.J. (Chris Jr) canôt tell ya 
what the ladies really call me 
back home. 

Q:Do you remember when 
you had your first kiss?  
A:Kinda but I bet she donôt. 

Q:Have you ever been in 

love?  

A:Not yet, sheôs out there tho 
just donôt hold your breath. 
Q:Where will 

you be five 
years from 
now?  

A:Hopefully still 
in this beautiful 
sunshine state 

soakin it up 
lovin life w/a 
good woman. 

Q:What you 
going to do 
after this in-
terview?  

A:Head to 
Tampaôs state 
fair then out on 

the town hope-
fully to find 
someone to rub 

up against. 

By: Christopher Bates  

Itôs apparent that Florida is re-

nowned for being one of the 
most popular tourist attractions 
in the world, but despite Flor-
idaôs natural beauty, tourists 

are quick to associate Florida 
with Walt Disney World.   

Walt Disney 

World opened 
its doors back 
in October, 

1971, soon 
becoming a 
worldwide 

phenomenon. 
While Disney 
built on their 

initial success 
through intro-

ducing several theme parks 

over the course of twenty -
seven years, other theme parks 
began to open throughout Flor-
ida. Universal Studios and Sea 

World are also amongst the top 
theme parks in Florida, with 

tourists incorporating visits to 

these parks around their vaca-
tions.  
Universal Studios is more com-

monly known for its movie 
theme, with tributes to Jaws, 
Jurassic Park, and other favor-

ites. While Universal Studios 
doesnôt compete on the same 
level as Disney World in rela-

tion to roller coasters, Univer-
salôs Islands of Adventure does. 
Thrill seekers from all over the 

world enjoy an adrenaline rush 
on rides such as The Incredible 
Hulk Coaster, Dueling Dragons, 
and Doctor Doomôs Fearfall. 

Many of Universalôs rides are 
based on characters from Mar-

vel Comics, who were re-

cently bought out by Dis-
ney in a deal worth $4 
billion, giving them the 

rights to over 5,000 char-
acters. The annual licens-
ing fees 

and mer-
chandise 
royalties 

that Uni-
versal once 
paid to 

Marvel will 
now be 
paid to Dis-

ney, Uni-

versalôs main competition. 

The ball is now in the hands of 
Disney, who donôt have the 
complete power to remove 

Marvel themed rides from Is-
lands of Adventure, but can 
develop Marvel themed rides in 

their own parks. Disney also 
has the power to oversee Uni-
versalôs marketing campaigns 

based on Marvel characters, 
and Universal must maintain 
10,000 square feet of retail 

space for Marvel merchandise. 

Although business analysts 

have stated that this wonôt im-

pose any long-term impact on 

Universal, Disneyôs acquisition 

of Marvel has certainly pushed 

them further ahead of their 

competition, allowing them to 

use this leeway in times of 

need. 


