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FAA ADMINISTRATOR RANDY BABBITT TO 
PARTICIPATE AT 2010 SUN ŉ FUN  

  
     SUN ŉ FUN CAMPUS, LAKELAND, FL. – (Wednesday March 3, 2010.) – 
FAA Administrator Randy Babbitt will participate in the 36th annual SUN ŉ FUN 
International Fly-In & Expo, which will be held April 13-18 at Lakeland Linder 
Regional Airport in Lakeland, Fla. Babbitt will participate in several activities 
during his stay, including the popular “Meet the FAA” session on Friday, April 16, 
at 1 p.m. in the FAA National Resource Center and Production Studios located 
and operating year-round in the heart of the SUN ŉ FUN campus. 
 
     “SUN ŉ FUN is very pleased to host Administrator Babbitt this year and we 
look forward to his participation,” said SUN ŉ FUN President and Convention 
Chairman, John Burton. “There are several issues we hope to discuss with the 
Administrator and his key staff members during the course of his stay.  We also 
hope he will be able to spend some of his time along the flightline meeting with 
pilots and enjoying a healthy dose of SUN ’n FUN’s southern-style hospitality.” 
 
     Randy Babbitt was sworn in as the FAA’s 16th Administrator on June 1, 
2009. Babbitt comes to the FAA from Oliver Wyman, an international 
management consulting firm where he served as partner. 
 
     A veteran pilot and internationally recognized expert in aviation and labor 
relations, Babbitt is no stranger to the FAA.  He has been a member of the 
agency’s Management Advisory Council since 2001. In that capacity, he 
provided guidance to the FAA Administrator on a variety of topics, ranging from 
air traffic modernization to regulatory policy. He was Chairman of the council 
from 2004-06. 
 
     He also was appointed by DOT Secretary Mary Peters to be a member of a 
special Internal Review Team to assess safety oversight within the airline 
industry and the FAA. 
 
     Babbitt had been the founding partner of Eclat Consulting, a highly successful 
aviation firm, in 2001 and was the President and CEO until Eclat was acquired 
by Oliver Wyman in 2007. 
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     Babbitt began his aviation career as a pilot, flying 25 years for Eastern 
Airlines. A skilled negotiator, he served as President and CEO for the Air Line 
Pilots Association (ALPA), the world’s largest professional organization of airline 
pilots. While at ALPA, he championed the “One Level of Safety” initiative 
implemented in 1995 to improve safety standards across the industry.  He also 
promoted the international expansion of ALPA through a merger with the 
Canadian Air Line Pilots Association in 1997. 
  

 
  
      SUN ‘n FUN, a 501(c) (3) not–for–profit organization based in Lakeland, Florida, is best 
known for its annual Fly–In held each April.  The Fly–In is the primary source of funding for SUN 
‘n FUN’s expanding year–round aviation education programs.  These include operation of the 
Florida Air Museum, the state’s “Official Aviation Museum and Education Center,” which is also 
supported through grants from the Division of Historical Resources and Division of Cultural 
Affairs, Florida Department of State. In addition, SUN ‘n FUN has initiated education programs 
for aviation enthusiasts of all ages – especially young people – featuring valuable “hands on” 
learning experiences, including the new Central Florida Aerospace Academy (CFAA) in 
partnership with the Polk County School Board, Polk State College, the University of South 
Florida Polytechnic, Gulf Coast Avionics and other education-minded organizations.  A growing 
scholarship program provides financial support to ensure SUN ‘n FUN’s education programs are 
accessible to all.  For more information, please visit www.sun-n-fun.org or call the SUN ‘n FUN 
offices at 863–644–2431.
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